Antimutagenic effects on male germ cells of mice.
The alkylating agent cyclophosphamide (CPA) and the antioxidant ethoxyquin (EQ) were administered perorally to NMRI mice. The strong clastogenic action of CPA on spermatogonia was diminished by simultaneous doses of EQ. Higher doses of the antioxidant produced greater anticlastogenic action. Furthermore, the action of the mutagen and the antioxidant on the late spermatids and the spermatozoa was observed using the dominant lethal test. The antioxidant had only a weak influence on these postmeiotic stages.